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Nu 35:6 "The cities which you shall give to the Levites shall be the six cities
of refuge, which you shall give for the manslayer to flee to; and in addition
to them you shall give forty-two cities. 7 "All the cities which you shall give
to the Levites shall be forty-eight cities, together with their pasture lands. 8
"As for the cities which you shall give from the possession of the sons of
Israel, you shall take more from the larger and you shall take less from the
smaller; each shall give some of his cities to the Levites in proportion to his
possession which he inherits." 9 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
10 "Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, `When you cross the
Jordan into the land of Canaan, 11 then you shall select for yourselves
cities to be your cities of refuge, that the manslayer who has killed any
person unintentionally may flee there. 12 `The cities shall be to you as a
refuge from the avenger, so that the manslayer will not die until he stands
before the congregation for trial. 13 `The cities which you are to give shall
be your six cities of refuge. 14 `You shall give three cities across the Jordan
and three cities in the land of Canaan; they are to be cities of refuge. 15
`These six cities shall be for refuge for the sons of Israel, and for the alien
and for the sojourner among them; that anyone who kills a person
unintentionally may flee there. 16 `But if he struck him down with an iron
object, so that he died, he is a murderer; the murderer shall surely be put to
death. 17 `If he struck him down with a stone in the hand, by which he will
die, and as a result he died, he is a murderer; the murderer shall surely be
put to death. 18 `Or if he struck him with a wooden object in the hand, by
which he might die, and as a result he died, he is a murderer; the murderer
shall surely be put to death. 19 `The blood avenger himself shall put the
murderer to death; he shall put him to death when he meets him. 20 `If he
pushed him of hatred, or threw something at him lying in wait and as a
result he died, 21 or if he struck him down with his hand in enmity, and as a
result he died, the one who struck him shall surely be put to death, he is a
murderer; the blood avenger shall put the murderer to death when he
meets him. 22 `But if he pushed him suddenly without enmity, or threw
something at him without lying in wait, 23 or with any deadly object of
stone, and without seeing it dropped on him so that he died, while he was
not his enemy nor seeking his injury, 24 then the congregation shall judge

between the slayer and the blood avenger according to these ordinances.
25 `The congregation shall deliver the manslayer from the hand of the
blood avenger, and the congregation shall restore him to his city of refuge
to which he fled; and he shall live in it until the death of the high priest who
was anointed with the holy oil. 26 `But if the manslayer at any time goes
beyond the border of his city of refuge to which he may flee, 27 and the
blood avenger finds him outside the border of his city of refuge, and the
blood avenger kills the manslayer, he will not be guilty of blood 28 because
he should have remained in his city of refuge until the death of the high
priest. But after the death of the high priest the manslayer shall return to
the land of his possession.
1. The City of Refuge was designed for Mercy
A. The City gave you a chance to prove your innocence
B. The City protected you from the Law
Ex 21:12 "He who strikes a man so that he dies shall surely be put to
death.
Ex 21:23 "But if there is any further injury, then you shall appoint as a
penalty life for life, 24 eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for
foot, 25 burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise
2. You had to Run to the City
A. Your speed determines your success!
B. You had to have a plan!
Php 3:13 Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but
one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies
ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God
in Christ Jesus
FINISHED. FORGOTTEN. RUNNING
3. You had to Stay in the City
A. You stayed in the city until trial

26 `But if the manslayer at any time goes beyond the border of his city of
refuge to which he may flee, 27 and the blood avenger finds him outside
the border of his city of refuge, and the blood avenger kills the manslayer,
he will not be guilty of blood 28 because he should have remained in his
city of refuge until the death of the high priest.
B. You lived there until the High Priest died
Heb 4:14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed
through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.
15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our
weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet
without sin.
C. Return to Your Possession
28b But after the death of the high priest the manslayer shall return to the
land of his possession.
The life of the high priest saves you but the death of the high priest restores
you!

