Prayer - The Power of God Released
Acts 16.22-30
Ac 16:22 The crowd rose up together against them, and the chief
magistrates tore their robes off them and proceeded to order them to
be beaten with rods. 23 When they had struck them with many blows,
they threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to guard them
securely; 24 and he, having received such a command, threw them
into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. 25 But
about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of
praise to God, and the prisoners were listening to them; 26 and
suddenly there came a great earthquake, so that the foundations of
the prison house were shaken; and immediately all the doors were
opened and everyone's chains were unfastened. 27 When the jailer
awoke and saw the prison doors opened, he drew his sword and was
about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. 28
But Paul cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Do not harm yourself,
for we are all here!" 29 And he called for lights and rushed in, and
trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas, 30 and after he
brought them out, he said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"
We have Underestimated God's Power
Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting
God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or
weary, and his understanding no one can fathom. He gives strength
to the weary and increases the power of the weak.—ISAIAH 40: 28–29
We Have Underestimated God's Love
“Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet my
unfailing love for you will not be shaken nor my covenant of peace be
removed,” says the LORD, who has compassion on you.—ISAIAH 54:
10

The Word is His Power Revealed and Prayer is His Power Released!
1. The Crowd Rose Up Against Them
A. I've been fighting the crowd since I was eight years old and
B. They never beat GOD!
Romans 8.31 What shall we then say...If God be for me.....
Ro 8:28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for
good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His
purpose. 29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to
become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the
firstborn among many brethren; 30 and these whom He predestined,
He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and
these whom He justified, He also glorified. 31 What then shall we say
to these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did
not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He
not also with Him freely give us all things?
2. They Found Themselves in Jail
A. The Believer will Have Enemies
B. The Enemies will Try to Limit You
Psalm 27.6 Now my head will be lifted up....
Ps 27:6 And now my head will be lifted up above my enemies around
me, And I will offer in His tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing,
yes, I will sing praises to the LORD. 7 Hear, O LORD, when I cry with
my voice, And be gracious to me and answer me. 8 When You said,
"Seek My face," my heart said to You, "Your face, O LORD, I shall
seek."

3. The Response was Pray and Praise
A. If I can PRAISE then I can PRAY!
B. PRISONERS ARE LISTENING!
Ps 149:6 Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, And a twoedged sword in their hand, 7 To execute vengeance on the nations
And punishment on the peoples, 8 To bind their kings with chains
And their nobles with fetters of iron, 9 To execute on them the
judgment written; This is an honor for all His godly ones. Praise the
LORD!
25 But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing
hymns of praise to God, and the prisoners were listening to them;

4. The Result was a MIRACLE
Prison was Shaken
Chains were Broken
Apostles Remained
The Jailer and His Family were Saved

