Hindrances to a Loving Pursuit
1 John 4.16-21
1Jn 4:16 We have come to know and have believed the love which God
has for us. God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and
God abides in him. 17 By this, love is perfected with us, so that we may
have confidence in the Day of Judgment; because as He is, so also are we
in this world. 18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear,
because fear involves punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected
in love. 19 We love, because He first loved us. 20 If someone says, "I love
God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his
brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21
And this commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God
should love his brother also.
REVIEW: Pursuing God in Love
WE HAVE HIS DNA
1.

We Can Only Love Him because He Loved First

10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His
Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we
also ought to love one another
2. We Can Only Love Him if We Love Others
7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who
loves is born of God and knows God. 8 The one who does not love does
not know God, for God is love. 9 By this the love of God was manifested in
us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we
might live through Him.
Capacity to love and forgiveParents work on it because it can be hereditary

3. We Can Only Pursue Him because He Loves Us
What is Man?
Ps 8:3 When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, The moon
and the stars, which You have ordained; 4 What is man that You take
thought of him, And the son of man that You care for him? 5 Yet You have
made him a little lower than God, And You crown him with glory and
majesty! 6 You make him to rule over the works of Your hands; You have
put all things under his feet, 7 All sheep and oxen, And also the beasts of
the field, 8 The birds of the heavens and the fish of the sea, Whatever
passes through the paths of the seas. 9 O LORD, our Lord, How majestic
is Your name in all the earth!
What Does God See?
Ge 1:26 Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our
likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the
sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing
that creeps on the earth." 27 God created man in His own image, in the
image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 28 God
blessed them; and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the
earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of
the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth."
What Did God Do?
Jn 3:13 "No one has ascended into heaven, but He who descended from
heaven: the Son of Man. 14 "As Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; 15 so that whoever
believes will in Him have eternal life. 16 "For God so loved the world, that
He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not
perish, but have eternal life. 17 "For God did not send the Son into the
world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.
18 "He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has
been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only
begotten Son of God.

What Should We Do?
Php 3:12 Not that I have already obtained it or have already become
perfect, but I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was
laid hold of by Christ Jesus. 13 Brethren, I do not regard myself as having
laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and
reaching forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the
prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let us therefore, as
many as are perfect, have this attitude; and if in anything you have a
different attitude, God will reveal that also to you;
PRESSING ON WILL REQUIRE US TO ADJUST OUR LOVE CAPACITY
1. My Pursuit of God will be Contingent on Love for Others
20 If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the
one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God
whom he has not seen. 21 And this commandment we have from Him, that
the one who loves God should love his brother also
2. My Love for Others is Driven by Maturity
Perfect or perfected love....
Jn 14:13 "Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father
may be glorified in the Son. 14 "If you ask Me anything in My name, I will
do it. 15 "If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.

3. How Do I Address My Proclivity to Hate?
Heb 12:12 Therefore, strengthen the hands that are weak and the knees
that are feeble, 13 and make straight paths for your feet, so that the limb
which is lame may not be put out of joint, but rather be healed. 14 Pursue
peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see
the Lord. 15 See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no
root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled;
A. Unforgiveness
Mt 18:21 Then Peter came and said to Him, "Lord, how often shall my
brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?"
Mt 18:34 "And his lord, moved with anger, handed him over to the
torturers until he should repay all that was owed him. 35 "My heavenly
Father will also do the same to you, if each of you does not forgive his
brother from your heart."
B. Resentment/ Bitterness
bitter indignation at having been treated unfairly.
"his resentment at being demoted"
synonyms: bitterness, indignation, irritation, pique, dissatisfaction,
disgruntlement, discontentment, discontent, resentfulness, bad
feelings, hard feelings, ill will, acrimony, rancor, animosity, jaundice;
More

Eph 4:29 Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only
such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the
moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear. 30 Do not grieve the
Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31
Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away
from you, along with all malice. 32 Be kind to one another, tender-hearted,
forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.

