HE PURSUED US FIRST
Lk 1:26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a
city in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose
name was Joseph, of the descendants of David; and the virgin's name was
Mary. 28 And coming in, he said to her, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord
is with you." 29 But she was very perplexed at this statement, and kept
pondering what kind of salutation this was. 30 The angel said to her, "Do
not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God. 31 "And behold,
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him
Jesus. 32 "He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High;
and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; 33 and He
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no
end." 34 Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 35
The angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason
the holy Child shall be called the Son of God.
Eph 3:13 Wherefore I desire that ye faint not at my tribulations for you,
which is your glory. 14 For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is
named, 16 That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to
be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; 17 That Christ
may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in
love, 18 May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth,
and length, and depth, and height; 19 And to know the love of Christ,
which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of
God. 20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all
that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, 21 Unto
him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world
without end. Amen.

This year we have discussed in best detail the first ATTRIBUTE OF THE
DISCIPLE. THE PERSON WHO PURSUES GOD THROUGH PRAYER AND
WORSHIP.
TODAY WE DISCUSS THE REASON WHY WE PURSUE HIM.....
1Jn 4:18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because
fear involves punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love.
19 We love, because He first loved us.

This past month we spent our time addressing how the Holy Spirit brings
us into truth. And the TRUTH brings us into freedom. But all of our
pursuits including the pursuit of truth are only possible because .....
HE PURSUED US FIRST!!!
CHRISTMAS IS NOT A CELEBRATION OF A BABY’s BIRTH, IT IS THE
ENTRANCE OF THE MESSIAH WHO CAME TO REVERSE THE CURSE
AND BREATHE THE SPIRIT BACK INTO US.
WHAT DOES HE SAY WHEN HE LEAVES? WAIT FOR THE SPIRIT!!!!

1. HE HAD TO PURSUE US IN ORDER FOR US TO RECEIVE LIFE
* GOD SENDS JESUS TO HELP
"The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son
of God

* JESUS COMES AND ACTIVELY SEEKS THE LOST
Lk 19:9 And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house,
because he, too, is a son of Abraham. 10 "For the Son of Man has come to
seek and to save that which was lost."
2. HE HAD TO LAY DOWN HIS DEITY AND BECOME MAN
Php 2:5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6
who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with
God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a
bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the
point of death, even death on a cross. 9 For this reason also, God highly
exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name,
10 so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who
are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and that every tongue
will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
* HE HAD TO BECOME A MAN TO SAVE US

* HE HAD TO LIMIT HIMSELF IN ORDER TO SAVE US
Mt 26:52 Then Jesus said to him, "Put your sword back into its place; for
all those who take up the sword shall perish by the sword. 53 "Or do you
think that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at once put at My
disposal more than twelve legions of angels? 54 "How then will the
Scriptures be fulfilled, which say that it must happen this way?"

3. HIS COMING WAS THE RE-ENTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
* The SPIRIT GIVES LIFE
34 Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 35 The
angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and
the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the
holy Child shall be called the Son of God
* JESUS IS A LIFE GIVING SPIRIT
1Co 15:45 So also it is written, "The first MAN, Adam, BECAME A LIVING
SOUL." The last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46 However, the spiritual
is not first, but the natural; then the spiritual. 47 The first man is from the
earth, earthy; the second man is from heaven. 48 As is the earthy, so also
are those who are earthy; and as is the heavenly, so also are those who are
heavenly. 49 Just as we have borne the image of the earthy, we will also
bear the image of the heavenly.

