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Ge 1:26 Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our
likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the
sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing
that creeps on the earth." 27 God created man in His own image, in the
image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 28 God
blessed them; and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the
earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of
the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth." 29 Then God
said, "Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the
surface of all the earth, and every tree which has fruit yielding seed; it shall
be food for you; 30 and to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the
sky and to every thing that moves on the earth which has life, I have given
every green plant for food"; and it was so.

Lk 2:8 In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the
fields and keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the
Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them; and they were terribly frightened. 10 But the angel said to them, "Do
not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be
for all the people; 11 for today in the city of David there has been born for
you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 "This will be a sign for you: you will
find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." 13 And suddenly
there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising
God and saying, 14 "Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace
among men with whom He is pleased."

REVIEW:

1. HE HAD TO PURSUE US IN ORDER FOR US TO RECEIVE LIFE
* JESUS COMES AND ACTIVELY SEEKS THE LOST
Lk 19:9 And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house,
because he, too, is a son of Abraham. 10 "For the Son of Man has come to
seek and to save that which was lost."
2. HE HAD TO LAY DOWN HIS DEITY AND BECOME MAN
Php 2:5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6
who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with
God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a
bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the
point of death, even death on a cross. 9 For this reason also, God highly
exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name,
10 so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who
are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and that every tongue
will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
3. HIS COMING WAS THE RE-ENTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
34 Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 35 The
angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and
the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the
holy Child shall be called the Son of God

We have walked through the idea that He pursued us but we have not
asked the most pertinent question...

WHY WOULD HE PURSUE THE LIKES OF US?
The question is answered in the story of CREATION and then
reemphasized in the announcement of the Lord’s Coming
WE WERE CREATED FOR GODS PLEASURE AND OUR FRIENDSHIP
BRINGS HIM HONOR AND GLORY!!
1. THE ORIGINAL CREATION OF MAN WAS TO BRING HONOR
Man was made in God’s image. God saw Himself in Us
Ge 1:26 Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our
likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the
sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing
that creeps on the earth."
Man has the ability to CHOOSE TO SERVE GOD
Jos 24:15 "If it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the LORD, choose for
yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which your
fathers served which were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in
whose land you are living; but as for me and my house, we will serve the
LORD."
God is Honored by Our DECISION TO LOVE HIM
Mk 12:28 One of the scribes came and heard them arguing, and
recognizing that He had answered them well, asked Him, "What
commandment is the foremost of all?" 29 Jesus answered, "The foremost
is, `HEAR, O ISRAEL! THE LORD OUR GOD IS ONE LORD; 30 AND YOU
SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND
WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL
YOUR STRENGTH.'

2. JESUS COMING WAS TO REESTABLISH THE RELATIONSHIP THAT
BRINGS GLORY
Angels are singing in PRIORITY ORDER
LUKE 2.14 "Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace among men
with whom He is pleased."
Religion sees SALVATION AS FOR US FIRST
Ps 116:12 What shall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits toward me?
13 I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the Lord. 14 I
will pay my vows unto the Lord now in the presence of all his people.
God Saved Us FOR HIMSELF
Ex 19:3 Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the
mountain, saying, "Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob and tell the
sons of Israel: 4 `You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and
how I bore you on eagles' wings, and brought you to Myself. 5 `Now then,
if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be
My own possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine; 6 and
you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the
words that you shall speak to the sons of Israel."

3. WHY DID HE PURSUE US?
Isa 53:6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his
own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him. 7
He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He did not open His mouth;
Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before its
shearers, So He did not open His mouth.
• BECAUSE HE LOVES US

• BECAUSE WE NEED HIM

• BECAUSE WHEN OUR NEED MEETS HIS LOVE IT BRINGS HIM
GLORY

1Ch 16:25 For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; He also is to
be feared above all gods. 26 For all the gods of the peoples are idols, But
the LORD made the heavens. 27 Splendor and majesty are before Him,
Strength and joy are in His place. 28 Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the
peoples, Ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 29 Ascribe to the LORD
the glory due His name; Bring an offering, and come before Him; Worship
the LORD in holy array.

