Pursuing God, Pursuing Truth
Jn 8:31 So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you
continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; 32 and you will
know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered Him,
"We are Abraham's descendants and have never yet been enslaved to
anyone; how is it that You say, `You will become free'?" 34 Jesus
answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the
slave of sin. 35 "The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son
does remain forever. 36 "So if the Son makes you free, you will be free
indeed.
The text is clear that the thing God Wants to do is free us from is sin.
Col. 2.13-15
13 When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of
your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our
transgressions, 14 having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of
decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the
way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 When He had disarmed the rulers and
authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them
through Him
This idea of freedom from the law of sin and death takes us back to the
Garden of Eden and tells us what two truths are critical.
1. The TRUTH about GOD.
2. The TRUTH about ME.

Embracing the truth about me being a sinner is the only way I can
embrace the truth about God’s willingness to free me.

Ro 3:21 But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been
manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22 even the
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who
believe; for there is no distinction; 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God, 24 being justified as a gift by His grace through the
redemption which is in Christ Jesus;
BACK TO THE GARDEN........
Ge 2:7 Then the LORD God formed man of dust from the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.
8 The LORD God planted a garden toward the east, in Eden; and there He
placed the man whom He had formed. 9 Out of the ground the LORD God
caused to grow every tree that is pleasing to the sight and good for food;
the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil.
Ge 2:16 The LORD God commanded the man, saying, "From any tree of
the garden you may eat freely; 17 but from the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will
surely die." 18 Then the LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be
alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him."
Ge 3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which
the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, "Indeed, has God
said, `You shall not eat from any tree of the garden'?" 2 The woman said to
the serpent, "From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat; 3 but
from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God has said,
`You shall not eat from it or touch it, or you will die.'" 4 The serpent said to
the woman, "You surely will not die! 5 "For God knows that in the day you
eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing
good and evil." 6 When the woman saw that the tree was good for food,
and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to
make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her
husband with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were
opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves
together and made themselves loin coverings. 8 They heard the sound of
the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man

and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among
the trees of the garden. 9 Then the LORD God called to the man, and said
to him, "Where are you?"

1. Adam and Eve were tempted by The idea of independence from
God
" 4 The serpent said to the woman, "You surely will not die! 5 "For God
knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will
be like God, knowing good and evil."

2. Sin is Living a Life Separate from God

The things we call sin- adultery, lying, getting high are not sin they are
symptoms of sin.
SIN IS BEST SEEN WHEN WE DONT PRAY BECAUSE WE ARE
ACTIVELY LIVING INDEPENDENTLY OF GOD.

3. Sin Puts Us on a Search to Replace God
6 When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she
took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and
he ate.

- Tasted Good, PLEASURE
- Looked Good, ATTRACTIVE
- Made You Wise, PRIDE

1Jn 2:15 Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world,
the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is
not from the Father, but is from the world. 17 The world is passing away,
and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever. 18
Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is coming,
even now many antichrists have appeared; from this we know that it is the
last hour.
1. LUST OF THE FLESH - PLEASURE
How it makes me feel

2. LUST OF THE EYES. - ATTRACTIVE
How it makes me look.

3. PRIDE OF LIFE - ARROGANCE
How it lifts me up.

