
The Cost of The Cross

I Peter 4:12-14
“Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try 
you, as though some strange thing happened to you; but rejoice to the 
extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is 
revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy. If you are 
reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of 
glory and of God rests upon you. On their part He is blasphemed, but 
on your part He is glorified.”
 
Romans 8:18-20
“For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to 
be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. For the 
earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the 
sons of God.”

Matthew 16:24-25
“Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone desires to come after Me, 
let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever 
desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake 
will find it.”
 

Why Suffering?

1. Perfect your Consecration

Matthew 16:24-25
“Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone desires to come after Me, 
let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever 
desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake 
will find it.”

II Timothy 3:12 



“Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer 
persecution.”

2. Perfect your Character

James 1:2-4
“My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing 
that the testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience have its 
perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.”

I Peter 5:8-10 NKJV
“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like 
a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. Resist him, steadfast in 
the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your 
brotherhood in the world. But may the God of all grace, who called us to 
His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, 
perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you.”

3. Perfect your Calling

Romans 8:18-19
“For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to 
be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. For the 
earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the 
sons of God.”

 Romans 8:28-30
“And we know that all things work together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. For whom 
He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His 
Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover 
whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He 
also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.”

Tips During Trials/Tribulations



1. Worship through it

2. Wrestle for it

3. Wait on Him


